RESOURCES:

The UT Martin Guide to Speakers and Sources features the wide range
of talent and expertise found among the university’s faculty and staff.
News media and various organizations can reference this information
for subject-matter experts who can serve as speakers for meetings and
events or as resources to answer questions on many topics.

Speakers are listed in alphabetical order. Each entry contains contact
information and topies. This list is searchable by name or keyword.
The Office of University Relations can assist you in making contacts
or answer any related questions about this service.

For assistance, please contact us by telephone at 731-881-7615 or by
email at univrelmail@utm.edu.
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Associate Professor of English; Director, UT Martin Hortense Parrish
Writing Center; Department of English and Modern Foreign Languages
Office phone: 731-881-7294

Email: kalden@utm.edu

-+ Writing

- Writing across the curriculum
+ Developing drafts

« Composition

- Rhetoric

« Creative writing

Professor; Department of Music
Office phone: 731-881-7413
Email: ealeksan@utm.edu

- Clarinet

+ Chamber music, orchestral music; rock and roll; popular music
- Women in rock

+ Body work (body mapping)

Associate Professor of Physics; Department of Chemistry and Physics
Office phone: 731-881-7431
Email: jalexa3g@utm.edu

- Atomic, molecular and optical physics (including biophysics
applications)

- Lasers; optics (applied and fundamental problems)

+ Physics education research

- Applied physics or history of technology-related topics
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Assistant Professor of Marketing; Department of Management, Marketing,
and Information Systems

Office phone: 731-881-7354

Email: jalexa61@utm.edu

- Business management

- Consumer behavior

- Corporate social responsibility
+ Customer service

- International business/culture

+ Manufacturing

. Marketing strategies; issues in marketing
- Operational efficiency

+ Product development

« Purchasing

Professor of Law; Department of Accounting, Finance, Economics, and
Political Science

Office phone: 731-881-7237

Email: pbakeri3@utm.edu

- Current legal issues

- State and federal law

- Constitutional law

- Energy and natural resources law
+ Environmental law

Professor of History; Department of History and Philosophy
Office phone: 731-881-7465
Email: dbarber@utm.edu

- Civil rights

- Racial relations

- Civil rights history

- History of the 1960s

« African American history
- Black Lives Matter
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Associate Professor, Coordinator of Instructional Leadership Preparation
Program; Department of Educational Studies

Office phone: 731-881-7130

Email: abattss@utm.edu

- Instructional leadership

. Trauma-informed practices of both students and teachers

« Cultural competency in education

+ Leading for equity

- The power of connection - students, educators and community
members

- Teacher leadership

Lecturer; Department of Social Work
Office phone: 731-881-7513
Email: cbatts4@utm.edu

+ Clinical social work/mental health

+ School social work

- Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)

+ Parenting children with behavioral concerns
« Trauma-related diagnoses

Professor of Political Science; Department of Accounting, Finance,
Economics, and Political Science

Office phone: 731-881-7367

Email: cbaxter@utm.edu

- Government and politics; courts
« Law school (pre-law advising)
+ Tennessee politics
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Executive Director; Office of Regional Centers and Online Programs
Office phone: 731-881-7089
Email: ebell3@utm.edu

- Off-campus educational sites/branch campus administration
- Distance and online education

+ Dual enrollment and early post-secondary opportunities

- Career and technical education

+ Hyflex—distance learning classrooms

- K12 partnerships

Associate Professor of Agricultural Education; Department of Agriculture,
Geosciences, and Natural Resources

Office phone: 731-881-7271

Email: wbirdi@utm.edu

- Agriculture education

+ Youth organizations

- Positive youth development

« Teaching methods

+ Leadership education

+ History of American agriculture

Assistant Professor; Department of Management, Marketing, and
Information Systems

Office phone: 731-881-7233

Email: wbishop2@utm.edu

+ European/Near Eastern/East Asian history

- English (early Medieval-Modern)/German (late Medieval- early
Modern) literature

- Business/professional communication

- Business administration

- German/Old English (Anglo-Saxon)/Latin language

+ Educational pedagogy/course design/classroom management

+ Brand creation/technology usage/social media promotion
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Interim Chair, Associate Professor of Music Education;
Department of Music

Office phone: 731-881-7482

Email: jblake17@utm.edu

+ Choral and general music education

« Christian hymnology

- Christian music and worship

- History and philosophy of music education

Associate Professor of Criminal Justice; Department of Behavioral Sciences
Mobile phone: 407-579-3438
Email: cboyles2@utm.edu

« Community corrections

- Correctional training

- Lynching in West Tennessee

+ Memorializing victims of lynching
- Leadership and management

Professor of Philosophy; Department of History and Philosophy
Office phone: 731-881-7471
Email: cbrown43@utm.edu

- Philosophy
- History of philosophy
- Catholic philosophy and theology
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Professor of Nursing; Department of Nursing
Office phone: 731-881-7145
Email: gbrownin@utm.edu

+ Health promotion

- Holistic nursing

- Leadership and management in nursing
- Population health nursing

+ Nursing education

Assistant Professor of Nursing; Department of Nursing
Family Nurse Practitioner

Office phone: 731-881-7132

Email: cburks4@utm.edu

+ Breastfeeding

- Contraceptive options

« Critical care

+ Nursing history

- Sexually transmitted infections
- Women'’s health promotion

Chief of Staff; Office of the Chancellor
Office phone: 731-881-7508
Email: jbynum@utm.edu

- Leadership development
+ Community development
+ Local government

+ Broadband
- Good example of a bad example
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TRISHA CAPANSKY

Associate Professor of English; Department of English
and Modern Foreign Languages

Office phone: 731-881-7291

Email: tcapansk@utm.edu

« Technical communications

- Resume writing; career building
« Urban planning

+ Declaration of Independence

DAVID CARITHERS

Associate Professor of English; Department of English
and Modern Foreign Languages

Office phone: 731-881-7300

Email: dcarithe@utm.edu

+ Essay writing

. Songwriting

- Topics in American literature from beginnings to present
- Coordinating community reading programs/book clubs

JERRY CARPENTER

Volunteer Coach, Golf; Special Assistant to Athletics Director;
Office of Intercollegiate Athletics

Office phone: 731-881-7337

Email: jecgolf@utm.edu

- High school athletics

- Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association (TSSAA)
« Refereeing high school sports

- Collegiate athletics

- Coaching

+ Recruiting

- Collegiate experience
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Dietetic Internship Director; Department of Family and Consumer Sciences
Office phone: 731-881-7102
Email: becarro18@utm.edu

+ General topics in nutrition

- Nutrition per age (infant, child, elderly)

- Sports nutrition

- Illness/disease and nutrition (diabetes, heart disease)
- Weight loss, weight management

Professor of Operations Management; Department of Management,
Marketing, and Information Systems

Office phone: 731-881-7209

Email: hchen38@utm.edu

+ Supply chain management

- Operational efficiency

+ Health-care management

+ Data science

- International business/culture

Professor of History; Chair, Department of History and Philosophy
Office phone: 731-881-7342
Email: dcoffey3@utm.edu

- American history; Civil War

- Latin American and Mexican history; current events and culture

- Military history and related issues

- Politics and international relations

- Esophageal cancer

+ Member of “The House Band” - available to play campus and
community events
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Assistant Professor of Finance; Department of Accounting, Finance,
Economics, and Political Science

Mobile phone: 901-598-0643

Email: beole12@utm.edu

- Financial markets; investments

- Corporate bonds; municipal bonds
- Student-managed investment funds
- Financial literacy

Associate Professor of Physics; Department of Chemistry and Physics
Office phone: 731-881-7436
Email: Icrews@utm.edu

- General astronomy

- Astrophotography

- Photometry of variable stars
- Star and planet formation

- Astronomical observatories
- General physics

- Cosmic and stellar evolution

Professor of Sport Business; Department of Management, Marketing,
and Information Systems

Office phone: 731-881-7369

Email: ddavis78@utm.edu

- The business of sport

- Internships and experiential education

- Mega events (Super Bowl, Final Four, etc.)
- International sport business
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Professor of Business Communication; Department of Management,
Marketing, and Information Systems

Office phone: 731-881-7364

Email: ldavisgi@utm.edu

+ Business communication

- Professional presence

+ Professional attire

- Career paths

- Resume and job interview tips and techniques
- Teaching students writing skills

- Business grammar

- Presentation skills

- Networking

- Experiential learning

- Writing and Artificial Intelligence

Associate Professor of Child and Family Studies and Gerontology; Chair,
Department of Family and Consumer Sciences

Office phone: 731-881-7100

Email: wdooley@utm.edu

+ Child development

« Parenting

« Successful aging

- Gerontology

+ Family caregiving

- Elder mistreatment

- Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs)
+ Childhood resilience

Veteran Services Coordinator; Office of Veteran Services
Office phone: 731-881-1689
Email: jearley3@utm.edu

- Leadership

- Team Building

- Veteran and dependent student support
- Military-to-civilian transition support

- Physical fitness programs

Ur MARTIN A GUIDE TO SPEAKERS AND SOURCES



mailto:ldavis91%40utm.edu?subject=
mailto:wdooley%40utm.edu?subject=
mailto:jalexa39%40utm.edu?subject=
mailto:jearley3%40utm.edu?subject=

Professor of Physics; Department of Chemistry and Physics
Office phone: 731-881-7432
Email: cerkal@utm.edu

+ Chaos theory applied to economics

- Gifted education

- Heart rate variability analysis using nonlinear dynamics
- Elementary particle physics

+ Nonlinear dynamics and chaos

+ Physics education

- Robotics and autonomous driving

Head Softball Coach; Office of Intercollegiate Athletics
Office phone: 731-881-7162
Email: cfarme21@utm.edu

- Females in athletics

- Coaching females

- Pitching at the collegiate level
« Fast-pitch pitching

+ Healthy habits and body image

Professor of Nursing; Department of Nursing;
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
Office phone: 731-881-7134

Email: jloydi1@utm.edu

« Mental health and illness
« Health assessment and care
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Instructor of Communications; Department of Mass Media and Strategic
Communication

Office phone: 731-881-7532

Email: rfreed@utm.edu

- Television production

« Directing and editing

- Photojournalism (video and still)
« Photography

- Digital media production

- Sports production

Chancellor; Office of the Chancellor
Office phone: 731-881-7500
Email: yfreeman@utm.edu

- Enrollment management
- Post-secondary student success
+ Higher education funding formula

Director; Regional Entrepreneurship and Economic Development
(REED) Center

Office phone: 731-587-7333

Email: lfuqua@utm.edu

- Small business development
- Economic development
- Coworking spaces
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Director of Educator Preparation Program & Accreditation;
Office of Educator Preparation Program

Office phone: 731-881-7686

Email: sfuquaz@utm.edu

+ K-12 partnerships

+ Education licensure

- Career and technical education

+ Education Program Approval and Processes (TDOE)

« CAEP accreditation
. Assessment in education

Professor of Spanish; Department of English and Modern Foreign
Languages

Office phone: 731-881-7422

Email: agarciaf@utm.edu

- Spanish and Galician literature, language, and linguistics
- History, cinema, music, and popular culture of Spain

- Literary theory and writing

- History of jazz and American roots music

Associate Professor of Biology; Department of Biological Sciences
Office phone: 731-881-7178
Email: agathers@utm.edu

- Speech and language development and disorders
+ Hearing science

- Face processing and vision

- Development and the brain

+ Neurological diseases and disorders
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Manager; Accessibility Resource Center and Testing Center;
Division of Access and Engagement

Office phone: 731-881-7719

Email: wgibso14@utm.edu

- Campus accessibility

- Neurodiversity and neurodivergence

- Disability services in higher education

- Disability accommodations in the workplace

Assistant Professor of African American Studies; Department
of History and Philosophy

Office phone: 731-881-3493

Email: hgilesi@utm.edu

- Media representation
- Race and media
- Historical social justice in Black rural spaces

Professor of Biology; Department of Biological Sciences
Office phone: 731-881-7175
Email: jgreenwi@utm.edu

- Algae
- Human impact on freshwater ecosystems
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Vice Chancellor for Communications and Marketing;
Office of University Relations

Office phone: 731-881-7615

Email: rgrimes@utm.edu

« Public relations planning
+ UT Martin overview and update

Professor of Biology; Department of Biological Sciences
Office phone: 731-881-7181
Email: jgrubaug@utm.edu

- Entomology
« Freshwater ecology
- Mammalogy

Professor of Finance; Department of Accounting, Finance, Economics,
and Political Science

Office phone: 731-881-7249

Email: mhaddad@utm.edu

- Financial planning; investment and portfolio management; security
markets; project financing; hedging and risk management

- Option and futures markets

- Market structures, pricing, forecasting and microstructure

. International and Middle East issues
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Director; Office of Physical Plant Administration
Office phone: 731-881-7601
Email: dhagan@utm.edu

- Construction project management

+ Leadership

- Women’s issues

. Teenage/college-age issues

+ Marriage and family

- Sign language (not a licensed interpreter)

Professor of History; Department of History and Philosophy
Office phone: 731-881-3470
Email: nhoward@utm.edu

- Ancient Greece, ancient Rome, late antiquity, Medieval, Renaissance
- World history

- Gender in the Ancient World and early Christianity

- Early Christianity; church history

- History of Christian/Muslim relations

Associate Professor of Political Science; Chair, Department of Political
Science and Global Studies

Office phone: 731-881-7473

Email: chumphi16@utm.edu

- International organizations such as the EU and UN
- European politics, elections and parties

- Comparative immigration politics

+ Niche political parties
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Department Chair; Lecturer; Department of Psychology
Office phone: 731-881-7536
Email: bjohns24@utm.edu

- Social psychology

+ Human relations

« Industrial-organizational psychology (psych and work)
+ Research methods, statistics and critical thinking

- Social psychology and the law

Professor of Management; Department of Management, Marketing,
and Information Systems

Office phone: 731-881-7498

Email: bjohniso@utm.edu

« Teamwork

- Employee motivation
+ Goal setting

+ Customer service

+ Business management

Transitional Provost; Division of Academic Affairs
Office phone: 731-881-7477
Email: skolitsc@utm.edu

+ SACS accreditation

- Assessment

+ Academic programs and policies
+ Math education
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Assistant Professor; Information Literacy Librarian; Paul Meek Library
Office phone: 731-881-7061
Email: jladue@utm.edu

Information literacy

. Media literacy

+ Mass media and society
- Propaganda

+ Imperialism

Chair; Professor of Management; Department of Management, Marketing,
and Information Systems

Office phone: 731-881-7268

Email: jlongs9@utm.edu

+ Management

+ Leadership

- Small-business management

+ Human resource management

Professor of English; Chair; Department of English and Modern Foreign
Languages

Office phone: 731-881-7300

Email: jlongaci@utm.edu

- Irish literature and culture (especially James Joyce)

- Film studies

- 19th and 20th Century British literature (emphasis on Modernist and
Romantic periods)
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Professor of Music; Department of Music
Office phone: 731-881-7405
Email: rmancusi@utm.edu

- Singing; opera; musical theatre; vocal music
- Effective/dynamic use of the speaking voice
- Care and maintenance of the voice

- History and usage of music in movies

Assistant Director; Career Planning and Development
Office phone: 731-881-3716
Email: kpmantooth@utm.edu

- Resume and cover-letter writing
« Personal branding/building a LinkedIn profile
- Networking, job search and interview strategies

Professor of Management; Department of Management, Marketing,
and Information Systems

Office phone: 731-881-7325

Email: mccullou@utm.edu

- Human resource management

- Organizational effectiveness and environmental sustainability

- Business ethics; power and politics in organizations

+ Leadership

- Organizational communication; employee motivation; teams; industrial
psychology

« Stress management

« Time management
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Professor of History; Tom Elam Distinguished Professor of History;
Department of History and Philosophy

Office phone: 731-881-7466

Email: dmcdonou@utm.edu

- History of Ireland

- American Revolution; Lincoln and the Civil War; Declaration
of Independence; United States Constitution; founding fathers;
Revolutionary and Civil Wars

- Current politics; politics in Chicago and Boston

Interim Dean, College of Business and Global Affairs; Professor of
Agricultural Economics; Gilbert Parker Chair of Excellence in Agriculture,
Geosciences, and Natural Resources; Department of Agriculture,
Geosciences, and Natural Resources

Office phone: 731-881-7227

Email: jmehlhor@utm.edu

« Agriculture policy issues

- Agricultural management and marketing issues
« International agriculture

- Entrepreneurship

Executive Director; Research, Outreach, and Economic Development
Office phone: 731-881-7015
Email: amelton6@utm.edu

« Grant-funding searches

- Grant proposal and budget development
- Grant management and compliance

+ Economic development

+ Research compliance
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Professor of Communications; Chair, Department of Mass Media and
Strategic Communication

Office phone: 731-881-7556

Email: rnanney@utm.edu

- Print and online journalism

- Community journalism

- Mass media and society

- First Amendment law; freedom of the press

Professor of Spanish; Department of English and Modern Foreign
Languages

Office phone: 731-881-7428

Email: dnappo@utm.edu

- History and phonetics of the Spanish language

+ Mexican history, literature and cinema

« Latin American history and literature

- Studies in Spanish and Latin American popular culture

Dean; Paul Meek Library
Office phone: 731-881-7070
Email: enordber@utm.edu

- Library and information resources

- History of libraries at UT Martin

+ Industrial history

- History of clay mining in West Tennessee
- History of aviation in West Tennessee
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Director of Public Safety; Department of Public Safety/Campus Police
Office phone: 731-881-7775
Email: michael.oneill@utm.edu

+ Criminal justice/law enforcement
- Military issues

- Leadership and followership

- Organizational change

- Constitutional rights

« Public policy and administration

Professor of Psychology; Department of Psychology; Interim Director;
Center for Global Engagement and Experience

Office phone: 731-881-7542

Email: jostenso@utm.edu

+ Marriage and family relationships
- Sex education

Professor of Wildlife Biology; Department of Agriculture, Geosciences,
and Natural Resources; Coordinator, Center for Sustainability

Office phone: 731-881-7263

Email: epelren@utm.edu

- Wildlife
- Natural resources management
- Sustainability issues
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Professor of Nursing; Chair, Department of Nursing; Family Nurse
Practitioner

Office phone: 731-881-7140

Email: marye@utm.edu

+ Nursing education
- Physical examination
« Health topics

Associate Professor of Political Science; Department of Accounting,
Finance, Economics, and Political Science; Director, Center for Teaching
and Learning

Office phone: 731-881-7728

Email: arasooli@utm.edu

- International relations

- Asian politics

- China (U.S.-China trade war)

- South Asia (India, Pakistan, Afghanistan)
- U.S. foreign policy

- International trade

- Regional development

Professor of Mass Media and Strategic Communication; Department of
Mass Media and Strategic Communication

Office phone: 731-881-7555

Email: rrobins2@utm.edu

- Radio broadcasting

- College radio - WUTM 90.3 “The Hawk”

+ Mass media changes and trends

+ Mass media history

- Broadcast news media

- Propaganda efforts; political media campaigns
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Professor of Geography; Department of Agriculture, Geosciences,
and Natural Resources

Office phone: 731-881-7442

Email: jrogerss@utm.edu

- Maps; cartography; geographic information systems
- “Gas-food-and lodging”

Associate Professor of Engineering; Department of Engineering
Office phone: 731-881-7395
Email: ssargolz@utm.edu

+ Neuroimaging and brain mapping

« Pediatric concussion and traumatic brain injury
- Virtual reality

- Artificial intelligence

Assistant Professor of Meteorology; Department of Agriculture,
Geosciences, and Natural Resources

Office phone: 731-881-7439

Email: ascottg2@utm.edu

- Severe weather

- Winter weather, tropical weather

- Climate change

- Storm chasing

- Numerical weather prediction models
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Assistant Professor of Counseling; Department of Educational Studies
Office phone: 731-881-7223
Email: dshepar3@utm.edu

- Social class
+ Multiculturalism
- Social class pedagogical practices in counseling

Professor of Natural Resources Management; Department of Agriculture,
Geosciences, and Natural Resources

Office phone: 731-881-7954

Email: psmartt@utm.edu

+ Drone technology

- State parks and national parks

« Forestry

- Natural resources

+ Heritage interpretation

- Tennessee Governor’s School for the Agricultural Sciences

Professor of Special Education; Chair, Department of Educational Studies
Office phone: 731-881-7193
Email: csmit279@utm.edu

- Special education

- Autism spectrum disorders
« Neurodiversity

- Applied behavior analysis

- Classroom management

« Social skills
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Interim Associate Provost; Associate Professor of Political Science;
Department of Accounting, Finance, Economics, and Political Science
Office phone: 731-881-7854

Email: astarlin@utm.edu

- Local, state or federal elections
- Federal government and institutions
- National and regional American politics

Program Manager, Induction and Job-Embedded Program;

Adjunct Instructor of Educational Studies; Educator Preparation Program
Office phone: 731-881-7201

Email: cstewa72@utm.edu

- New teacher support/retention

- Support for job-embedded teachers

- Literacy, culture and language in K-12 spaces

- Contact coordinator for the university’s annual Educator Preparation
Program Diversity Conference

Associate Professor of Communications; Department of Mass Media
and Strategic Communication

Office phone: 731-881-7548

Email: cvanhor2@utm.edu

« Public speaking

- Rhetoric

- Political communication

- Conspiracy theories

- Multicultural communication
- Debate

Ur MARTIN A GUIDE TO SPEAKERS AND SOURCES
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Professor of Management; Department of Management, Marketing,
and Information Systems

Office phone: 731-881-7304

Email: swalke47@utm.edu

- Business management

- Mediation

- Conflict resolution

+ Human resources

+ Discrimination

- Workplace bullying

- Organizational behavior

- Government mandates in the workplace

Associate Professor of Animal Science; Department of Agriculture,
Geosciences, and Natural Resources

Office phone: 731-695-2847

Email: dwatso30@utm.edu

+ Animal health

+ Animal husbandry
- Animal science

+ Veterinary sciences

Professor of Health and Human Performance; Department of Health
and Human Performance

Office phone: 731-881-73318

Email: jwilberi@utm.edu

- Transitioning from high school to college
- Navigating the college scene

- Study skills

- Time management/organization

- College readiness

« Leadership

- Athletic training career preparation

Ur MARTIN A GUIDE TO SPEAKERS AND SOURCES
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Professor of Biology; Department of Biological Sciences
Office phone: 731-881-7188
Email: hwilkins@utm.edu

- Ecotourism/avitourism and conservation biology
- Various topics related to birds
« Ecology of cavity-nesting birds in Tennessee

Professor of Music; Department of Music
Office phone: 731-881-7408
Email: kyeung@utm.edu

- Classical vocal training

- International Phonetic Alphabets (IPA)

- Kinesthetic approach to vocal techniques
- Vocal “yoga,” literature and health

- Women composers

Ur MARTIN A GUIDE TO SPEAKERS AND SOURCES
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